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December 3, 2021 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

Next Meeting:  None 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean has nothing to 

report but good news!    Early information is in that 

Dowagiac scored in the top 1/3 of all projects this year 

and chances are good that we will be receiving a $300,000 

Trust Fund grant for the development of Riverside Park.  

This park will serve as a bookend trailhead for Elk’s Trail 

alongside Schuur Park and will allow people fishing to 

have much safer access to the creek.   

         

The Neighborhood Enhancement Program (NEP) grant received approval, this week, on our, 

11th and last project.  The homeowners at 212 Bradley Street will be receiving a new front 

porch this weekend.  Alongside 321 Pokagon (waiting for windows to arrive,) these 2 projects 

will complete the NEP grant for this year.  Dowagiac will also be one of the only communities 

completeinmg their 2021 NEP grant award and work by the end of the year! 

 

Steve Allen, Code Enforcement Officer, reports on overall enforcement.  

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 25 inspections. 
  

1. 8 blight violations re-inspections, unresolved. 

2. 11 new blight violations. 

3. 2 blight violations re-inspections closed, resolved by home owner. 

4. 1 abandon automobile violation re-inspections, unresolved. 

5. 1 abandon automobile violation re-inspection resolved, vehicle removed by owner. 

6. 1 new abandon automobile violation. 

7. 1 new exterior property maintenance violation.   

 

Museum Director Steve Arseneau reports that ‘The World 

of Insects’ is now open in the museum’s temporary gallery. 

From everyday bees, flies and butterflies to Asian insects, as 

large as an adult hand, ‘The World of Insects’ features 

hundreds of samples of insects and information about their 

habitats and life cycles.  

 

 



A few highlights include a mid-1800s skep, a manure-covered 

beehive; an example of a James Heddon beehive and a rare 

Heddon Honey jar; and early 1900s insect collages on loan 

from the University of Michigan - Museum of Zoology.                          

‘The World of Insects’ will be on display until June 2022 with 

guest curator Bill Westrate scheduling special programs, 

school tours and personal tours of the exhibit during its run at 

the museum. 
 

The Dowagiac Fire Department was advised this week that it has made significant 

improvements to its ISO (Insurance Services Office) fire rating.  An ISO fire rating, also 

referred to as a fire score or Public Protection Classification (PPC), and a score form 1 to 10 

that indicates how well-protected a community is by the fire department. One being the highest.  
 

Our last evaluation was done in 2016 and we were given a 5/5x rating.  

We are pleased to report that our ISO rating has improved to a 3/3x 

rating and will take effect March 1, 2022!  Research shows that 

approximately 6% of fire departments in the State of Michigan have a 

3/3x rating.     
 

This rating is used by insurance companies when using their formula to 

determine insurance rates of residences and businesses within a coverage area.  The rating does 

have an impact on homeowner, business and industry insurance rates - however this varies by 

insurance companies.   
 

Significant improvements to our ISO are an indication of the hard work and commitment of the 

members of the Dowagiac Fire Department and the administration of the City of Dowagiac for 

its continued support.   
 

 

Welcome in the holidays, tonight, with the  

Christmas Candle-Light Parade.   
Choir performances begin at 6:30 pm and the                  

parade steps-off at 7:00 PM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Dowagiac Fire Department on  

Sunday morning for a Firehouse Flapjack Breakfast. 

Sunday, December 5, 8 AM – 12 PM 

 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

 Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

 


